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The story of the birth of
Loma Linda is replete
with a series of bank-

ruptcies followed by providen-
tial beginnings. In an earlier
article in this series we men-
tioned some of these early
attempts at trying to make
Loma Linda into a lucrative
health resort. But with each
failed attempt the local area resi-
dents began to call the place
“Lonesome Linda.”

During the first five years
of the twentieth-century
Seventh-day Adventist co-
founder Ellen G. White
prophetically described a
series of properties in
Southern California.
During those early years
she guided church leaders
to properties located both
in San Diego (Paradise
Valley Hospital) and
Glendale (Glendale Adventist
Medical Center) that quickly
thrived as patients came for
treatment. Yet, she continued
to appeal for yet another prop-
erty that she said would provi-
dentially become available.

As she made her appeals
the local Adventist church
leadership wondered how they
could afford another institu-


